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ViryCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT.,  COUNCIL. 


ANl^U^TL  RLRORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEiTLTH  1950 


/ Public  Health  Department, 

28,  High  Street, 

High  Wycombe, 

July  1 951 . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Councilj 
Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  third  Annual  Report  as  your  ' 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

one  of  the  most  satisfactory  features  of  this  Report  is  the 
extraordinary  lo\i  figure  recorded  for  tuberculosis  mortality.  At 
0,12  it  represents  the  lowest  rate  recorded  for  your  District,*  It 
would 'be  wrong  to  assume  that  this  is  wholly  due  to  better  living 
conditions  - there  have  been  great  successful  advances  recently  in  the 
treatment  of  tuberculosis  and  undoubtedly  more  cases  are  being  diag- 
nosed at  a much  earlier  stage  than  formerly,  'It  is  however,  irrespec- 
tive of  an.  assessment  of  the  causes,  a pleasure  to  record  any  decrease 
in  the  mortality  of  this  particular  disease.  But  there  is  no  doubt 
that  progressive  alleviation  of  bad  housing  conditions  will  materially 
assist  in  the  attack  on  tuberculosis  and  v/ill'in  particular  reduce  the 
burden  which  falls  on  the  young  adult  age  group,. 

In  the  post-war  period  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  875  new  houses, 
including  pre-fabs,  together  with  10  flats  at  Cburtmoor  were  completed 
by  your  Council,  This  is  a very  good  record  and  if  it  can  coupled 
with  a raising  of  the  standard  of  existing  houses,  will  go  very  far  in 
solving  the  most  urgent  of  our  post-war  problems. 

Throughout  the  year  constant  efforts  have  been  made  to  ensure  the 
continued  safety  of  your  water  supplies.  Numerous  samples  have  been 
taken  and  where,  as  instanced  elsewhere  in  this  Report  unsatisfactory 
results  have  been  shown,  local  surveys  of  drainage  have  been  carried 
out.  This  has  rightly  led  to  liason  with  outside  bodies  and  many  prob- 
lems affecting  all  the  participants  have  beenj-freely  discussed.  It  is 
gratifying  to  record  that  the  public  Health  Department  and  the  Y\fater 
Undertakings  have  worked  in  the  closest  accord  to  ensure  that  all  steps 
that  they  could  take  v;ere  taken  to  ensure  the  maximum  protection  of 
this  vital  public  service, 

A feature  of  public  health  particularly  in  a Rural  District  is 
the  constant  supervision  of  the  production  of  safe  milk.  Much  of  the 
I onus  of  this  duty  has  nov/  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  Local  Authorities, 
but  the  Public  Health  Department  has  always  the  duty  to  investigate 
the  contamination  of  milk.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  late  in  the 
number  of  samples  showing , inf ect ion  with  Brucella  Abortus, 

This  is  a disease  v/hich  could  well  nigh  be  eradicated  if  the  use 
of  the  particular  Vaccine  S 1 9 'WGre -'more  ’jvidespread.  I had  occasion 
to  draw  attention  to  this  in  yourPublic  Health  Committee  and  I have 
I c^lso  had  the  opportunity  of  writing  on  this  subuect  in  the  medical 
I press.  Although  pasteurisation  is  the  obvip'us'  form  of  protection 
i in  the  public  interest  bneo  infection  ..has  been  diagnosed- the  switch- 
j over  to  Pasteurisation  can  involve  difficult  re-organisation  for  pru- 
I ducer  and  distributor  alike.  In  some  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to 
I serve  a Statutory  Notice  prohibiting  the  "further  sale  of  the  milk, 

I without  Pasteurisation  until  ^a  very  long  period  has  elapsed,  vjien  the. 
herd  is  declared  "free  from  infection”.  The  one  good  thing  in  such 
circumstances  is  the  opportunity  given  for  health  education, 
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Throughout  the  year  films  have  been  shown  and  posters  displayed  on 
many  aspects  of  Health  Education  inc'^^ding  Pood  Poisoning,  Diphtheria 
Immunisation,  SmcilpcK Vaccii^ation , Venereal  Disease,  Road  Accidents,  Ply- 
borne  Infection  and  general  hygienic  measures*  I have  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  co-operation  given  by  the  Cinema  House  Managers  in  ' 
this  respect* 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  some  concern  was  felt  and  complaints 
were  received  on  the  state  of  your  refuse  tips*  It  is  acknowledged  thal 
one  of  the  difficulties  in  keeping  these  places  up  to  standard  is  the 
shortage  of  labour  v;hich  is  being  experienced  in  all  such  cases  of  manua 
work,  but'  considerable  pains  have  been  taken  by  your  Council  and  by  youj 
Public  Works  Committee  in  particular  to  improve  these  tips*  Muck  work 
has  been  carried  -out  especially  at  Wooburn, S tokenchurch  and  Princes 
Risborough  and  periodic  examinations  have  shown  great  improvements  in 
these  sites*  Refuse  tips  are  never  welcome  in  any  vicinity^  but  con- 
stant supervision  and  confinement  of  actual  operations  to  as  small  an 
area  as  possible  do  help  to  make  these  places  as  unobjectionable  as 
possible* 

In  August  1950  difficulty  was  experienced -by  Marlow  Urban  District 
Council  in  providing  a complete  service  for  inspection  of  meat  in  the 
Slaughterhouse*  This  was  mainly  due  to  the  closing  of  neighbouring 
slaughterhouses  and  to  the  greatly  increased  amount  of  home  killing* 

Your  Council  came  to  the  help  of  Marlow  in  this  respect  and  your  Sanitaw 
Inspectors  undertook  to  carry  out  a considerable  part  of  the  duty  of 
inspection*  I know  that  the  Urban  District  of  Marlow  greatly  appreciass 
the  co-operation  vjhich  has  been  given  them  at  this  time* 

You  will  note  from  the  Report  that  there  have  been  slightly  fev^/er 
births,  in  your  District  this ’year.  The  birth  rate  throughout  the 
Country  has  fallen  from  16*7  last  year  to  15«8  this  year  and  the  local 
birth  rate  has  fallen  by  0*2.  The  high  birth  rate  of  the  immediate 
post-war  years  has  has  n6v»?  levelled  itself  out,  and  although  one  hesi- 
tates to  forecast  a fixed  trend  in  this  direction  there  are  no  indica- 
tions by  which  we  can, assume  any  imminent  increase  in  this  rate  in  the 
near  future*  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  still  remains  below  that  of  the 
Country  in  general  but  it  is  generally  held  that  we  are  getting  very 
close  to  a figure  which  is  unlikely  to  be  considerably  improved  unless 
by  some  future  therapeutic  discoveries* 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  has  risen  from  62  to  77  in 
the  past  year.  As  I pointed  out' in  last  years  Report  this ^ is  one  aspec 
of  modern  times  which  we  may  expect  to  continue  for  some  time*  It  is 
largely  related  to  the  incr'-.asing  old  age  group  in  our  population,  a 
trend  vi/hich  seems  to  be  fcirX^  well  established* 

Heart  disease  as  always  has  been  the  main  cause  of  death  in  the 
analytical  table. 

For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  no  woman-  has  lost  her  life  from 
Puerperal  Causes.  Much  of  the  credit  for  this  satisfactory  figure  must 
go  to  the  greatly  improved  facilities  for  ante-natal  care  vi/hich  are  now  ■ 
available*  I 

Pour  cases  of  Acute  paralytic  Poliomyelitis  and  one  case  of  Non- 
Paralytic  variety  were  notified  during  the  year.  ^There  was  one  fatali/* 
1950  was  a particularly  bad  year  for  Poliomyelitis  in  England  and  Wales 
and  provided  an  incentive  for  research  work  which  has  since  been  con- 
stantly carried  out  in  this  subject. 

Measles  again  heads  the  list  as  the  most  common  infectious  disease ! 
and  58  cases  were  notified* 

The  high  number  of  cases  ,47  in  all,  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  and  thi£tir 
volved  a lot  of  epidemiological  work  which  was  done  in  cc-op^ration  wit 
the  School  Hsalth  Authorities*  These  47  cases  meant  the  taking  of  j 
hundreds  of  nose  and  throat  swabs  and  in  many  cases  the  exclusion  of  | 
contacts  from  school.  I think  it  is  fair  to  say  that  some  outbreaks  B 
wore  undoubtedly  brought  to  an  opd  more  quickly  by  the  action  followiy 
our  investigations*  ' 
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I wish  to  express  my  warm  appreciation  of  the  good  work  carried  ofrtl 
T niy  Staff  in  the  public  Health  Department.  There  has  been  through- 
t the  year  an  increasing  amount  of  work  demanded  by  circumstance 
'om  your  public  health  staff ,■  Much  of  it  has  been  undramatic  and  has  not 
en  the  occasion  of  report  to  your  Public  Health  Committee,  but  it  has 
vertheless  had  •I’esul ts  -as  you  may  agree -can  be  seen  from  this  report. 

~ ^ . I am , 

, Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

■.  Your  • obedient  servant  5, 

.•  - . ■ • P.H.M.  DUMMER. 

Medical  Officer 

! of  Health. 

i 

i 

j 
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..STATISTICS 


Area  of  Wycombe  Rural  District  (in  acres) 71  j 232 

Resident  population  (1931  census) 27,495 

Registrar-G-eneral ’ s estimate  of  population  (mid  1950) 39,860 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  rate  book  (31st  March,  1950) 11,151 

Rateable  Value ' £232,033 

Estimated  product  of  Peany  Rats £892 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VIT.iL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR  1950 


BIRTHS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS; 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


MALE,. 

FEMALE. 

TOTALS 

312 

292 

604 

18 

4 

22 

330 

296 

626 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 9 5 

Illegitimate 2 

11  5 


Comparability  Pac tor I «.01  V 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 15»7 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  of  England  and  Wales 15*8 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population 0.40 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  of  England  and  ’Wales  0.37 


DEATHS . • 

All  causes  : 


Males 

- 

210 

Females 

209 

Total 

419 

14 

2 

16 


Comparability  Pactor 0.97  •! 

The  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population... 10.5 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  of  England  and  Wales 11*6 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales ’ 0*36 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate,  Wycombe  Rural  District 0*12 


Deaths  for  Puerperal  causes: 

(a)  Puerperal  sepsis 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes 
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INF  AM?  MORTi'iLITY. 


7 infants  died‘"u'nder  'the  'age  of  one  year. 


MALES . FEMiiLES.  TOTALS. 

Legitimate 11  _ 5 16 

Illegitimate A. . • • 1-  • - . • r.  , , . 1, 

12  _ _ 5 17 


This  represents  a mor  tali  ty 'rate  of  27«2  per.1s,QOO  related  births, 
ompared  with  29*8  as  a general  figqre  for  England  and  7/aies. 


CANCER. • • • • 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages):-  ' “ 


Males  34  . . , 

Fema-l-es  • •—  43 

To.tal  _ 77 

jiiTearly  comparison  of  cancer  deaths:- 

i 1950;..* 77. 

1949;.... .62 

1948-.-.  65.. 

1 9 47  1.  69 

1 946-. ........  66 


'he  following  organs  were  effected:-. 

Stomach 

Lungs 

Breast 

Uterus 

0 ther  Sites A.  ’. . . . . 


Total 


11 

8 

7 

5 

46 

' 77 


TABLE  OP  DEATHS 


1 . 
2, 
3. 

4; 

5. 
6 • 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 
11 . 
1 2. 

13. 

1 4. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


DISEASE. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tubercul'osis  , other. ; . . . . . ! 

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria 

'vVhooping  Co.ugh 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  infectious  diseases 

Cancer,  stomach 

Cancer,  lungs 

Cancer,  breast. 

Cancer,  uterus 

Other  cancers 

Leukaemia,  aleuhaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions,  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  respiratory  diseases..- 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer..-.......-.-.. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases,... 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

Other  accidents 

Suicide 

Ilrmici  "'c  .nd  operations  'Of  'war; ; ; ; .' . .• • 


All  causes 


Totals 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

puerperal  Pyrexia 

Food  Poisoning 

o 

3 

H- 

rs 

oq 

S 

8 

o 

M 

CS 

^■'o 

CD 

o 

c+ 

H- 

O 

■zi 

Erysipelas 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

Acute  encephalitis: 

Inf  ecti"''-'^ 

* Post  Infectious 

Smallpox 

Dysentery 

ti- 

o 

c 

cf 

CD 

D 

CD 

C 

3 

o 

rs 

H- 

CD 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis : 

paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

CA 

1 

- 

1 

M3 

1 

1 

1 

f 

1 

1 

97 

-^-p- 

-p- 

-M 

Cases 

N otif ied 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

* 

1 1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

IV) 

1 

LnI 

1 

Under 

1 year. 

> 

cr\ 

1 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 i 

1 

1 

J 

1 

MD 

1 1 

•p- 

VM 

1 

(V) 

CA 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 — ^ 

1 

1 

1 

I 

-A. 

-M 

1 1 

—V 

O 

CO 

I 

77 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

i 

I 

- 

(V) 

-p- 

1 

KD 

V)^ 

28 

vn 

I 

MD 

Pi 

CD 

hd 

CD 

H* 

o 

CO 

00 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 ■ 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

fV) 

1 

-Pr 

0 

1 

-P- 

I- 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 . 1 

♦ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

VM 

vn 

1 

IV) 

-p- 

• ^ 

a 

1 

1 

1 

MD 

1 

1 

■ ! 1 

i 

1 

7a 

1 

-r 

1 

1 

+7e 

r.^;LE  1:  notifiable  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS),  1950 


) 


I . 


I 


Totals 

cr>VJl.-FrVM  ^D  ^ 
VjiVjiVJiVnVjivnOVn  O 

+ 

Age  Periods 

20 

1 [NO  1 [\>  M -i.  -i.  1 

w 

p 

Ui 

vj 

H- 

3 

P 

f\D 

1 _s.  1 _x  4^-  (V)  1 1 

O 

3 

CD 

-P- 

1 1 1 1 1 IV)  1 1 

p; 

0 

3 

1 

P) 

O 

CO 

*3 

H* 

3 

P 

c+ 

O 

3 

g 

O 

p 

w 

p 

p 

IV) 

1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 

P- 

1 IV)  1 1 1 1 1 1 

P) 

CD 

m 

nj 

H- 

3 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

p 

cP 

o 

3 

O 

P 

rt* 

1 — » 
h-* 

CO 

- 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 « 1 

g 

Non- 

1 

P) 

CD 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 

spiratory 

8 ~ 


=<5 

CD 

P 


H3 

p' 

CD 

H) 

O 

H 

O 

H- 

3 

Cq 

P 

t-J 

c+ 

H- 

O 

C 

P 

CO 

h? 

CD 

H 

P 

ct 

CD 

c+ 

O 

3 

CD 


O 

P 

3 

C 

W 

O 

i-b 

c+ 

G 

cr 

P 

3 

o 

c 

H 

O 

W 

H- 

CO 

p 

3 

Pb 

o 

i-b 

P 

H 

H 

rt 

P' 

P 

P 

P 

c-l- 

P- 

P 

K, 

3 

O 

2 

c+ 

p* 

p 

H- 

W 

CD 

P 

0) 

P 

P 

c 

3 

H- 

3 

CQ 

rt- 

P 

P 


TABLE  2:  NE'7  CASES  Al^D  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YE^  1950 


! 


t 


i f 


i 

1 


i 


f 

i 


: i 
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AMBULi^MCE  SERVICES. 


The  ambulance  arrangements  pertinent  to  your  area,  made  under  rpo- 
losals  supplied  by  the  County  Council  in  accordance  with  Section  27  of 
he  National  Health  Service  Act'  (1946), and  approved  by  the-  Mi-nlstry  of, 
'.ealthj  are  those  which  were  already  in  existence  before  the  appointed 
.ay. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases 

An  ambulance  is  supplied- by  the  7/ycombe  and  District 
Joint  Hospital  Board  for  service  in  the  Borough  of  High 
Wycombe,  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Beaconsfield  and 
Marlow,  and  the  Ru'ral  District  of  Wycombe.  The  facili- 
ties are  adequate  for  the  areas  served. 

(b)  For  Non-Inf ec tious  Cases;-  , . 

Ambulances  are  kept  at  Bourne  End  and  Princes  Risborough 
and  are  also  available  from  the  adjoining  Boroughs  of 
High  Wycombe,  Aylesbury  and  Henley-on-Thames  and  the  , 

Urban  District  of  Marlow. 


WATER  SUI-’PLIES.  ■' 

Very  frequent  water  sdmpling  has  been  carried*  out’  through'out  the 
3ar.  In  all  49  samples  were  taken.  The  majority  of  the  samples 
lowed  the  supply  to  be  of 'an  adequate  and  wholesome  nature. 


The  following  is  a typical  report  of  the  chemical  analyses:-  ' ' 


Total  solids  (dried  at  180°C.) 

Combined  chlorine  (Cl). •• 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  (Na  Cl) 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates) 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

Ammon iacal  nitrogen.... 

nlbuminoid  nitrogen....' 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27  C 

Lead  or  Copper 

Temporary  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  Co^ ) 
Permanent  hardness  ( " ” ” ) 

Total  hardness  ( h u it  ^ 


Parts  Per 

Grains  Per 

100,000 

Gallon • 

31 .0 

21.7  " 

1.2  ■ 

0.8 

2.0.  . 

1.4 

0.26 

6.18 

nil  • • 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0.0010 

0.0007 

0.003  ■ • 

. . . . 0.002 

nil 

* nil 

24.0 

’ • 16-.8  • 

2..0.  . 

- .,1.4 

26.0 

18.2 

The  above  results  show  this  water  to  be  of  good  quality  and  fit  for 
“inking  purposes. 


Throughout  the  year  occasional  samples  of  v;ater  from  the  boreholes  at 
mrne  End  and  Chalkpit  Lane  showed  unsatisfactory  results',  th'e  number 
colonies  oti  nutrient  agar  at  22  C^for  72  hours,  varying  from  1 - 
'numerable.  Faecal  coli'were  also  reported  as  present  "in  'iO  mis  of  the 
•ter* 

The  presence  of  multiple  b:^cterial  growths  gave  rise  to  particular 
'Xiety  at  Marlow  Water  Company  s borehole  at  Chalkpit  Lane,  , in  August, 
very  detailed  survey  of  cesspit  drainage  was  carried  out  at  a f.  mile 
■dius  of  the  borehole*  Several  defects  were  disclosed  and  action  has 
itsequently  been  taken  to  deal  with  these.  It  was  also  decided  at  a 
•int  meeting  of  representatives  of  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council  and 
rlow  Urban  District  Council  that  the  existing  sewer  serving  properties 
' the  near  vinicty  of  the  Chalkpit  Lane  borehole  should  be  extended, 
great  deal  of  routine  inspection  of  cesspits  has  been  carried  out  and 
'propriate  action  taken  when  defects  have  been  proved.  By  the  end  of 
'6  year  the  bacterial  counts  had  fallen  con.s ideraly  and  chlorination 
'ovided  an  adequate  protection. 
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DETiilLS  OP  Water  supply. 


Supplied  direct  by  ; 
pipes  into  houses.  i 

j 

Supplied  by 

S tandpipes . 

parish. 

.{ 

No.  of  I 
Houses. 

! 

-■  t 

Popula-  i 

tion. 

No.  of 
Houses.  : 

i 

i 

Popula- 
tion • 

Bledlow-cun-Saunderton .... 

■ k07 

1 ,465 

j 

19  : 

67 

Bradenham 

95 

1 

- 

Chapping  Wycombe  Rural. . . . 

1 ,66.1 

5,930 

34 

122 

Ellesborough 

202 

717 

- 

Pavjley 

51 

180 

_ 

- 

Pinges  t. 

, 410 

1 ,456 

- 

Hambleden 

• 298 

1 ,053 

- 

- 

Hampden p Gt8at„&  Little.. 

90 

‘ 318 

- 

- 

Hedsor 

24 

86 

- 

- 

Hughenden 

1 ,095 

3,812 

32 

115 

lbs  tone 

65 

234 

- 

- 

Kimble  y Great..  & Little.... 

168-... 

. . . 605. . ..  ■ . 

. . 

- 

Lacey  Green.  .I ^ 

256 

908 

- 

- 

L 0 n gv;  i c Ic-c  urn- 1 Ira  er 

75  , , 

- - 260-  ' 

- 

- 

Marlow,  Great. 

33?.  , 

I 

. 1.217, 

- 

- 

Marlow,  L i t tl b 

! 202'  ' • 

' 727 

- 

- 

Medmenham.  ...» 

I 57 

205 

- 

- 

Radnage 

! 108 

380 

9 

32 

Princes  Risborough. 

1 1,Q52 

3,757 

75 

265  1 

S token church 

5U7 

1 ,929 

15 

53 

Turville 

76 

274 

i 

■f 

Wooburn 

1 A83 

5,239 

- 

— 

West  Wycombe  Rural 

522 

1 ,355 

11 

40  V 

* Totals 

CO 

V" 

CM 

0> 

3?.702' 

195 

694  ■ 
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am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  the  following  table: 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING,  1950* 


arish. 


Ledlow-cum-Saunderton , . . 

padenham 

llesborough 

iwley 

ingest 

imbleden 

.mpden,  Great  & Little., 

ghenden 

stone 

mble,  Great  & Little... 

cey  Green 

ngwick-cum-Ilmer 

rlow,  Great 

rlow 5 Little 

imenham 

inces  Risborough. . . . . . , 

'linage. 

pcenchurch 

’ville 

'burn  & Hedsor 

ombe,  Cheppingj  Rural 
;t  Wycombe  Rural 


No,  of  gallons  of  sewage  removed^ 

878,955 

3,000 

510,220 

24,150 

1^625,680 

341,530 

46 , 6oo 

5,312,640 

237,600 

394,115 

697,150 

378,730 

614,440 
137,970 
141 ,850 
161  ,215 

354,480 

2,589,080 

250,450 

3,944,065 

4,273,135 

1 ,019,240 


Total 


23,916,295 


) 


SMITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1950 


public  Health  Department, 
28,  High  Street, 

High  R^ycombe, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wycombe  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen. 

Herewith  I beg  to  submit  a Summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Department  in  the  year  1950. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.P.  Perry. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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REPORT. 

The 'safeguarding  of  public  health  is  a matter  the ‘‘'importance  of 
i.ch  is  often  overlooked  until  such  time  as  an  outbreak  of  infectious 
5ease  or  food  poisoning  occurs,  in  helping  to  safeguard  the  general 
ilth  of  the  public  the  duties  of  your  Sanitary  Officers  are  far 
iichirig  in  character  impinging  as  they  do  on  matters  relating  to 
:j]sing  conditions,  \7ater  supplies,  drainage,  the  hygiene  of  premises 
ure  people  v7ork  and  the  fitness  of  the  food  they  eat. 


As  housing  looms  large  on  our  horizon  my  first  comments  are  on 
.s  subject. 


I 

I 

i 


HOUSING. 


My  observations  on  housing  are  unfortunately,  to  some  extent,  a 
iteration  of  my  remarks  in  the  1948  and  1949  reports.  In  these  pre- 
ling  reports  l gave  details  relative  to  the  housing  survey  and  stated 
it  the  figures  revealed  left  no  room  for  complacency,  and  that  the 
Jim  and  the  obsolescent  houses  in  spite  of  their  attendant  evils  and 
|;k  of  amenities  v/ere,  ov.'ing  to  the  housing  shortage,  in  as  great  a de- 
3id  as  at  anytime.  Furthermore  anything  in  the  nature  of  a slum 
•larance  scheme  uas  obviously  out  of  the  question.  I also  emphasised 
1i  fact  that  the  problem  of  repairing  existing  houses  mas  not  concerned 
Jirely  with  labour  and  material,  that  the  economic  factor  could  not  be 
-irlooked  and  that  shrinking  values,  controlled  rents,  soaring  building 
;j.ts  and  heavy  dilapidations  consequent  upon  the  enforced  neglect  of 
iji  war  years  had  reduced  certain  types  of  houses  to  below  the  economic 
[j-estment  level.  Owners  of  such  properties  being  therefore  unable  to 
Ir  the  heavy  costs  in  overtaking  maintenance  arrears.,  and  -in  many  cases 
c.ble  to  attend  to  urgent  essential  repairs,  in  particular,  obsolescent 
?)perties  had  been  given  an  artificial  lease  of  life  bringing  attendant 
'ficulties  for  the  public  health  officers. 


"■'Q  are  reminded  that  local  authorities  have  the  statutory  duty  to 
I’ry  out  systematic  district  inspections  and  to  take  necessary  steps  to 
|il  with  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.  How  can  local  authorities 
mncile ■ these  bbligdtions  under  present  day  conditions?  The  housing 
)rtage  has  forced  a policy  of  restricting  the  making  of  demolition 
lers  and  operating  Public  Health  Act  procedure  for  securing  the  abate- 
ut  of  serious  nuisances  arising  from  disrepair,  in  an  attempt  to  main- 
In  the  properties  concerned  in  a tolerably  habitable  condition.  The 
iie  gap  between  the  provision  of  new  accommodation  and  the  demolition 
' old  houses  is  a vital  matter,  for  how  much  longer  can  a local  authority 
’sue  the  precarious  course  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  forcing  owners 
spend  substantial  sums  of  money  on  repairing  decayed  and  worn  out  pro 
’ties?  Such  houses  would  normally  be  dealt  \7ith  under  Section  11,  12 
25  of  the  Housing  Act. 

In  the  absence  of  a flood  of  new  houses  in  the  next  five  year,  a 
lal  authority  may  well  be  forced  into  the  unenviable  position  of  having 
consider  very  seriously  the  question  of  acquiring  unstable  slum  pro- 
’ties  and  of  maintaning  them  until  the  occupants  can  bo  rehoused,  pro- 
iging  the  life  of  slum  property  may  lack  popularity  as  a policy  and  v;ill 
^oke  the  condemnation  of  many,  but  such  a policy  may  be  forced  upon  us 
the  present  housing  need.  A local  authority  may  well  hesitate  to  im- 
stnent  such  a policy.  The  central  authority  could  remind  local  authori- 
is  that  they  already  have  the  powers  to  purchase,  but  these  powers  were 
^en  at  a time  when  the  housing  situation  bore  no  resemblance  to  v;hat  it 
today  and  it  is  certain  that  wholesale  acquisition  on  the  scale  con- 
^.plated  was  never  envisaged. 
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What  is  the  solution?  The  provision  of  more  and.  still  more  housf 
is  the  obvious  .answer.  But  at  the  present  rate  of  building  the  new 
accommodation  provided  may  v/ell  be  completely  neutralised  by  a corres*  | 
ponding  and  perhaps  greater'  loss  of  living  space.  It  may  well  be  thei-j 
fore  that  financial  assistance  ma.y  have  to  be  forthcoming  from  the 
national  exchequer  in  order  to  prolong  the  life  of  slum  properties. 

Leaving  aside  -for  one  moment  these  sombre  thoughts  on  sub-standai* 
properties,  the  significant  contemporary  matter  in  rural  housing  is  tl 
attainment  of  amenities  which  were  formerly  the  prerogative  of  more  p(,i]. 
lated  localities.  Electricity,  gas  and  water  are  spectacular^  additiot\ 
It  is  to  be  regretted  however  that  drainage  lags,  retarded  by  high  cajH 
tal  costs.  Owing  to  the  economic  factor  the  pre-war  concept  of  a few 
big  sewage  plants  may  have  to  give  way  to  a wider  distribution  of  srna'ie: 
plants.  This  will  no  doubt  be  a help,  because,  where  a village  or  har.ei 
for  geographical  reasons  cannot  be  sewered  economically  to  connect  to 
large  networh,  it  is  often  normally  practicable  to  have  its  own  indiv:' 
dual  plant. 


Details  of  action  tahen  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 
are  submitted  herewith;- 


GENERAL . 

Inspections  and  visits  under  the  Housing  Act  1936,  and  the 


Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 156 

Re-inspec tions . . . . 1. 104 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 721 

Re-inspections 478 

Number  of  interviews  with  owners  in  respect  of  Housing 
Repairs,  plans  and  Specifications  for  reconditioning 
dwelling  houses 523 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFORfL.L  NOTICES  iiND  RESULTS  OP  SiUlE. 


Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  (Outside  London) 
:egulations , 1935  and  of  the  Sanitary  Officer's  Order j 1936,  in  re- 
ation  to  Inspections  and  Notices  etc* 


Acts  and  Sections  under 
which  Notices  were  served* 


No.  of  , 
Informal i 
Notices  I 
and  i 


Complied 
wi  th. 


Not 

complied 

with. 


Letters . 

i I ^ 

,.I-I.A* 

1936, 

Sec 

* 92  (1 ) (a) 

j 

217  i 

194 

.3 

II 

11 

II 

259 

6 I 

6 

II 

II 

(! 

11 

It 

It 

92  (1)  (b) .. 

92  1 (c  ....i 

^ 1 

7 

_ 

_ 

It 

I 

II 

11 

39 ! 

17  i 

11 

6 

I It 

II 

H 

IU+-45 1 

20  ; 

15 

5 

II 

11 

H 

75 * 

28  ‘ 

28 

- 

It 

It 

11 

56 

9 ! 

9 

- 

I 11 

II 

II 

1 41 ■ 

3 

3 

- 

II 

11 

II 

39  ( 1 ) ( b') : 

15  ! 

2 ; 

1 1 

4 

ti 

II 

II 

39  (1)  U)...P 

2 

II 

i 

II 

11 

138 1 

51  1 

42 

9 

j 

Totals 

379 

332 

47 

SUMMARY  OP  STATUTORY  NOTICES  AND  R'  SULTS  OP  S.^ME. 


lets  and  Sections  under  vjhich 


C on- 


’opk  in  Notices 


Notices  were  served. 


■ No,  ofiy'iea  Pr°sro8s,  not  , 
’ ■ ^ at  end  compliec^ 


Prosecu- 
tions, 


; Notices', with. 


! of  year* 


w i th . 


^ H • * , 

It 
H 
II 
II 
II 
It 
11 
It 
It 
II 
II 


1936 

11 


Sec  * 92  ( 1 ) 


(a)  = 23 


4 

9 


Totals 


47 


19 


3 

3 


3 

8 


36 


4 


9 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Number  of  new  dwelling  houses  erected  during  the  year 210 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Proceedings,  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were,  served  re.qu.iring  repairs  (informal  notices) 15 

(2)  Number  of  dv\/elling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
. a.ft.e.r.  .service  of  notice:- 

(a)  By  owners 7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b)  Praceedings  ander  Section-  11,  -12  a-nd  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936:- 


(1)  'Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  V7ith  under  Section  11 

of  the  Housing  Act  1936 39 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

* orders  were  made.. 5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

^ carders  .were  .made 1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  which  the  Council  have 

• -acoepted  undertakings  from  the  owner 22 

( 5)  -NUT^Qb  .of  .dwelling  .houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

dembi  i tion  orders 7 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  repaired  as  a result  of 

undertakings  given  by  owners... 8 


Housing  Act .1936  .t  Part  IV:  .Overcrowding :- 


(a)  (.  1 ).  .Number  .of  .dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year 133 

( 2)  ■ ‘Number  of  persons  -dwelling  • therein  637 

(b)  Number  ■ of  ■ new  cases  • of 'overcrov^/ding  reported  during 'the 

year 15 


(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year...  18 
.lousing  AOt  1949.  Section  2,  • 

i 

I , , 

i (1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  resoc-ct  of  which  demolition 
orders  , vi/ere ..  quashed. . t 


^ 


2 


WORKS  EXECUTED  AS  A RESULT  OP  NOTICES. 

Dwelling  house  roofs  repaired 52 

. . . eaves  gutters  repaired  or  provided  where 

missing 35 

' " ■ ■ " • • brickwork  to  walls,  chimney  stacks,  etc., 

made  good 1 27 

” " woodwork  to  windows  repaired 31 

” ” interior  plaster  made  good' 29 

" ” windov^s  made  to  open  for  the  purpose  of 

ventilation 11 

” " woodwork  to  stairs,  floor  etc.,  'lade  good...  31 

" ” dampness  remedied 46 

■■  ” ■ • - interior . walls  . cleansed  _ and  re-decorated....  24 

..."  ^cooking  arrangements,  etc.,  rendered 

' serviceable  ..  15 

• ■ ' " " • - outbuildings  repaired 12 

Miscellapeous^  Works 29 

Dwelling  house  drains  cleansed,  ventilated  or  made  sound...  35 

" " new  drainage  system  provided 19 

" " " cesspools  provided - 27 

Il.C’s^or  privies  converted  to  W.G's 17 

Closets-  -repaired. 11 

New  ”/.C’s  constructed 14 

House  sinks  provided 21 

Sanitary  ashbins  provided 28 

Accumulation  nuisances  abated. 11 

Animal  nuisances  abated 7 

Yards  paved  and'  drained;  i v i 10 

Houses  connected  to  public  water  mains 51 
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7/ATER  SUPPLIES 


Your  local  authority’s  district  is  served  by  the  Water  Undertakers 
shown  below  viz:-  . . 

Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

vi^ycombe  Borough  Council. 

The  Arnershamj  Beaconsfield  & District  Water  Company. 

. The  Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

The  Marlov;  Water  Company. 

The  Bucks  ?i/ater  Board. 

As  a result  of  information  received  from  a water  undertaking  of 
insatisfactory  bacteriological  reports  on  i^iater  samples  taken  from  tvjo 
)oreholeSj,  investigation  was  ma'de  by  your  officers  in  order  to  deter- 
line  possible  sources  of  contamination  in  the  vicinity  of  the  boreholes. 
wS  a result  ot.  the  survey?  your  Council  have  agreed  to  connect  certain 
lenses  in  the  vicinity  of  one  borehole  to  a new  sewer  which  will  join 
Ip  with  main  drainage  in  an  adjoining  Authority’s  area,  in  the  case  of 
)f  the  second  borehole,  action  is  proceeding  to  ensure  that  the  owners 
)f  certain  properties  where  defective  drainage  exists  execute  work  in 
irder  to  prevent. the  soakage  of  sewage  into  the  subsoil.  It  is  hoped 
,hat  this  work  together  with  a modification  of  arrangements  for  the 
lisposal  of  sewage  from  the  cesspool  eraptiers  will  help  to  safeguard 
,he  wholesomeness  of  the  water  supplies. 

The  scheme  for  extending  the  water  mains  to  Meddle  and  Owlswick, 
'hich  was  initiated  as  a result  of  proved  contamination  of  shallow  well 
'ater.  supplies  in  those  areas,  is  progressing.  With  the  introduction 
tf  main  water  supplies  to  these  districts  only  one  hamlet,  viz,  Ilmer, 
'ill  be  without  a public  water  supply. 

As  in  former  years,  sampling  of  water  in  wells  and  rain  water  tanks 
.as  continued.  In  cases  where  the  supply  has  been  insufficient  for 
•omestic  needs  or  found  to  be  contaminated,  the  owners  of  the  proper- 
ies  have  been  requested  to  lay  on  a main  water  supply.  In  most  cases 
be  owners  have  complied  as  a result  of  informal  action. 


MOVEABLE  F,^/ELLIRGS. 

V/ork  in  connection  with  the  control  of  moveable  dwellings  in  this 
'ural  area  is  such  as  to  associate  this  expression  with  vehicles  or 
tructures  which  are  used  for  continual  occupation,  because  of  housing 
hortage,  and  not  with  caravanning  for  recreational  country-side  pur- 
uits.  Most  of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  controlling  moveable 
wellings  arise  from  the  former  type  of  occupation.  All  powers  for  con- 
rol,  however  effective  in  themselves,  are  seriously  v;eakened  by  the 
ousing  shortage.  That  problems  exist  are  evidenced  by  the  calling  of 
conference  at  the  County  Hall,  Aylesbury,  of  members  of  the  County 
lanning  Committee  and  representatives  of  county  district  councils  to 
iscuss  the  difficulties  v^hich  county  district  councilsare  experiencing 
n controlling  moveable  dwellings.  It  was  recognised  that  the  problem 
as  mainly  peculiar  to  rural  districts  as  these  districts  are  dormitory 
reas  for  persons  working  outside  such  localities* 

Continual  occupation  of  a caravan  by  a family  unit  has  certain  ob- 
ious  limitations  such  as  I’ack  of  living  space  with  consequent  overowd- 
ag,  confinement  in  small  areas  during  the  winter  months,  difficulties 
f clotl  es  drying  and  inadequate  separation  of  parents  and  children  dur- 
ing pursuits  of  leisure  and  work  are  to  mention  but  a fev\/  of  the  dis- 
(ivantages , 

The  control  of  caravans  has  necessitated  many  visits  in  connection 
ith  determination  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  various  types^of 
ccupation,  and  ensuring  that  reasonably  satifaetbry  standards  are  main- 
lined, A summary  of  that  work  is  given  below 

Humber  of  visits  for  inspection  of  sites  and  dvi/ellings  - I8i 
" ” licences  issued  - 63 

refused  - 4 
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ROD.EMT  CONTROL 


In  19-49y  I reported  that  the  arrangements  whereby  your  Council 
availed  themselves"  of  the  services  of  the  County  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee's  Pest  Control  Department  had  certain  unsatisfactory  features 
owing  to  the  remote  control  involved,  With  the  introduction  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949?  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  intimated  that  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  their  department 
to  carry  out  work  on  behalf  of  your  Council,  a result  your  Authority: 

appointed  a rodent  control  operative. 


The  work 
need  for  such 
of  disease  to 


of  rodent  control  has  been  intensified  during  1950,  The 
action  is  aoparent  when^.regard  is  had  to  the  grave  risk 
man  from  rodents,  the  enormous  damage  done  to  foodstuffs 


and  materials,  and  the  prolific 
latter  connection  it  is  well  to 
long  before  they 
months  and  that  they 
is- normally  about  2*1 


breeding"' rate 
remember  that 
have  completed  their  growth, 
can  brood  all  the  year, 
days  and  a female  rat  has 


of  rodents.  In  this 
rats  attain  sexual  maturj 
namely  at  about  three 
The  period  of  gestation 
been  known  to  have  had 


26  litters  in  13  months  amounting  to  180  offspring.  The  mouse  attains 
sexual  maturity  in  three  months  and  then  breeds  prolif ically.  The  im- 
portance of  control,  work  is  therefore  apparent  and  such  work  has  neces:- 
tated  the  treatment  of  dwelling  houses,  factory  and  workshop  premises, 
offices,  food  premises,  sewers,  refuse  tips,  etc. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  survey  work  of  the  district  I have  con 
suited  with  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  pests  Officer 
and  determined  the  farms  for  V\/hich  the  Committee  have  contracted  to 
carry  out  treatment,  so  that  your  Council ' s survey  work  may  be  concen- 
trated on  farms  not  covered  by  such  an  arrangement*  Impetus  is  also 
given  to  the  survey  through  the  arrangement  whereby  information  is  re- 
ceived, via  your  Council’s  rent  collectors,  regarding  infestations 
occurring  at  Council  houses,  which  number  approximately  one  thousand* 
Details  of  the  v;ork  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows:- 
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THE  NATIONiH.  ASSIST^J^CE  ACT  1948  - Section  50, 

under  Section  50  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authority 
to  bury  any  destitute  person  who  dies  or  is  found  dead  in  the  area. 

Applications  a're  made  from-time  to  time  for  financial  assistance 
[•or  the  burial  of  persons  alleged  to  be  destitute.  Such  applications 
ire  carefully  investigated  and  appropriately  dealt  with.  The  aases 
iealt  with  by  your  Authority  in  195©  numbered  three. 


_ „ . , INB^EGTIOUS  DISEi^SES. 

Visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  cases  notifiable  infec" 
:ious  disease.  Relevant  information  with  regard  to  the  history  of  the 
lases  obtained  and-  recorded,,  contacts  checked  and  disinfection  of  rooms 
ind  bedding  carred  out.  Details  of  the  department’s  work  is  indicated 


lelow:- 

Number  of  visit's’ paid'. 127 

'*  ” ^ re-visits 31 

" ” premises  disinfected  (tuberculosis) 38 

" ” It  • • . . . -(-other  infectious 

diseases) 66 


POOD,  POOD  PREMISES  ETC. 

The  subject  of  food  hygiene* is  attracting  increasing  attention, 
md  much  of  your . off icer’ s time  is  spent  in  securing  improved- conditions 
lod-pract-ic-es  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold  to  the  public. 

lILK  SU-RFLIES. 


As  indicated  in  the  1949  report,  the  introduction  of  the  Pood  and 
)rugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  late  in  1 949V  the  registration  of 

lairy  farms  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  like- 
use  their  inspection  and  supervision.  Local  Authorities,  therefore,  are 
10  longer  concerned  with  milk  production  except  as  regards  the  investi- 
mtion  of  infectious  disease  or  action  to  prevent  its  spread.  A dis- 
trict council's  duties  are  otherwise  related  to  the  distribution  of  ^ 
nilk,  necessitating  the  issue  of  dealers  licences  and  supplementary 
licences , -registration  of  dairies  and  supervision  of  conditions  and  pro- 
lesses  therein.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  the  Acts  and  Regulations 
Jhich  came  into  force  in  1949?  they  are  as  follows 

1 !r-he-^'Pood  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act  1944  which  came  into 
' operation.  1 st  October,  1949* 

2.  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act. 

3*  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.,  (made  jointly  by  the  .Minister 
of  Health,  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Pisheries  and  Minister 
of  Pood) , “ 

4.  The  Milk  (Special  Designations )(Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949?  (made 
! jointly  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  Minister  of  Pood). 

5.  The  Milk  (special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  (made  jointly  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the 
Minister  of  Pood),' 

The  new  regulations  authorise  the  designation  "tuberculin  tested" 

-nd  "accredited".  The  accredited  "licences  continue  .for  5 years  but  no 
lew  accredited  licences  v;ill  be  granted  after  September  1952.  The 
^Popping  of  the  term  "accredited"  v;ithin  a few  years  will  be  generally 
'Welcomed,  for  is  a misleading  term  and  gives  the  public  a false  sense 
security.  Two  other  designations  are  sanctioned,  "i  astuerised" 

-nd  "Sterilised".  Sterilised  milk  is  in  effect  boiled  milk. 
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'There  is 
some  share  of 
distribution, 
of  Health,  ( ii 
Fisheries.  We 
possessed  by  1 
because  there 
the  goal  of  gr 
now  existing. 


now  a multiplicity  of 
responsibility  with  r 
• Thre.e  Ministries  are 
) Ministry  of  Pood  and 
have  been  told  that  s 
ocal  authorities  had  t 
was  a lack  of  uniformi 
eater  uniformity  will 


authorities  that  have  been  given 
spect  to  milk  production  and  its 
directly  concerned,  (i)  Ministry 
( ii3)Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
ome  of  the  pov;/ers  previously 
o bo  transferred  to  other  bodies 
ty.  It  is  extremely  unlikely  that 
be  attained  with  the  arrangements 


The  following  information 
ticn  of  various  Acts  and  Ri 


relates  to 
jgula  tions  :• 


control  work  in  the  rdministr* 


No  of  visits  to  dairy  premises i'72 

Milk  samples  submitted  for  biological  examination 4 

New  dairy  premises  registered, 1 

Dealers  licences  authorising,  the  use  of  .the  special 
designations^  "Tuberculin  Tested" 6 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  the  special  designation 
"Pasteurised" ^ 

' J 

Capes,  restaur.j\tts  etc. 

in  the  field  of  food ^hygiene , this  year  is  noteworthy  for  the  pub 
lication  of  the  Report  of  'the  Manfactures  Meat  Products  Working  Party 
and  the  completion  of  a report  by  the  Catering  Traders  Working  Party, 
such  Working  Parties  being  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Pood.  Within 
its  respective  terms  of  reference,  each  Working  Party  has  conducted  a 
comprehensive ‘and  searching  enquiry  into  conditions  related  to  the  men 
manufacturing  trades  and  the  catering  industry.  Present  tract®- 
and  food  laws  have  been  reviewed,  f 


Jfcc 


Eset 

Sis 


It  is  understood  that  the  Ministry  of  Pood  do  not 


to 


propose 

introduce  legislation  imple'men ting  the  recommendations  of  the  Working 

.4- 


Parties  until  they  have  received  the  comments  of  local  authorities  anc.] 


other  interested' parties . 
changes  will  be  made' ‘as  a 


It 

dir( 


IS 
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quite  certain  however  that  legislathij 
result  of  these  reports. 


1950  was  also  noteworthy  because  your  Council  obtained  approval 
for  the  making  of  byelaws  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and, 
cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  vi/ith  the  handling  and 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air,  Thesl 
byelaws  have  certain  limitations  but  provide  additional  authority  for 
improving  food  hygiene  standards.  Enforcement  work  in  this  connectio] 
by  local  authorities  could  however  be  infinitesimal  if  the  public  in- 
creased its  food  consciousness,  for  discriminating  consuming  igubli^ 
ensure  the  establishment  of  new  standards  of  food  hygiene, 
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Another  imi.iort-^nt  factor  in  the  control  of  food  premises  is  the 


liaison  betv^/een  your  Council’s  officers  and  the  Ministry  of  Pood  wi1>h 
respect  to  the  issue  of  catering  licences.  Before  issuing  a licence 
the  Ministry  of  Pood  consult  with  your  Authority  regarding  the  suitat-' 
litj'’  of  the  premises,  . | 


This  early  approach  before  the  es tabl ishemen t of  the  business, 
enables  an  effective  control  to  be  exercised  and  ensures  that  the  pre 
mises  conform  to  certain  satisfactory  standards,^ 


Supervision  of  food  premises  has  now  been  dilijrer^tly  pursued  du.’.n, 
the  .year  and  the  work  of  the  department  in  this  connection  is  summer  slai 
herewith:-' 
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Number  of  visits  to  food  premises 371 

Number  of  visits  to  premises  which  have  been  made 

the  subject  of  an  application  for  a catering 

licence 11 

Pood  rooms  redecorated 9 

" ” repaired  (floors,  walls , ceilings , 

windows) IL}. 

Wash  basins  provided 2 

New  sanitary  accommodation  provided 2 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  supply  to  wash- 
basins  1 

Rodent  infestations  dealt  with 6 


3E-CREAM> 

Ice-cream  is  .an  ideal  medium  for  the  prox&gation  and  transmission 
f certain  bacteria  which  is  pathogenic  to  man.  Thepossibility  of 
nfection  from' con  taminated  ice-cream  is  therefore  a matter  ..constantly 
|xercising  the  thoughts  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  callini^  for  vigi- 
hnce  not  only  by  your  off icers “but 'by  the'members  of  the  ice-cream 
made.  The  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1938  and  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment 
tc ) Regulations  1947  contains  provisions  controlling  the  methods  of 
anufacturing,  storing* ‘and  selling  the  commodity, it  is  your  Officer's 
ojective  to  prove,  to,  .the  traders  that  compliance  with  legal  require- 
•j^nts  is  sound  business  practice' as  well' as  a public  health  safeguard 
1 such  work  your  inspectors  are  called  upon  to  deal  with  matters  re- 
jiting  to  suitability  of  premises,  trade  equipment,  methods  of  manufac- 
pre  and  bac teriol..og.ic,al  sampling. 

During  the  pa-st  -t-welvo  months  .there  have  been  few  changes  in  the 
pmber  of  persons  manufacturing  ice-cream  within  the  area.  Manufac- 
, jrers  who  formerly  prepared  a heat  treated  mix  now  resort  to  the  cold 
:'Lx  method  when  making  ice-cream.  The  number  of  purveyors  has  increased 
twelve  on  the  previous  year,  indicating  that  there  has  been  a 
idening  in  the  sales  capacity.  Samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
camination  have  been  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory,  Oxford, 
'^id  subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test  with  subsequent  classification 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  recommended  scheme  for  the 
i.?ading  of  ice-cream.  The  results  of  such  tests  are  given  belov;  and 
uy  be  regarded*as  satisfactory :- 


Number  of  Samples, 


Grading. 


34 


Grade  1 


21 


It  2 


7 ” 3 

1 ..."  4 


In  each  case  where  Gfa'de  '3  'O'r  4 'o-c-cu.rred  -an  -improvement  has  been 
2fected  and  further  sampTes  ‘Were  ^higher  graded. 


ME..T  INSPECT IPN,. 


As  in  previous  years , 
Wycombe  Rural  area  continu 
adjoining  Authbi’ity’ s'  area 
tion  in  that  a r ea,  ^t he  _a^s_s i 
to  ensure  a satisfactory  s 
were  engaged  in  this  most 
during  which  'filne'  the  fell 
examination 


the  home-killed  meat  allocated  to  the 
es  to  be  sen't  from  a slaughterhouse  in  an 
Ow-in-g. -te-  the.  .heavy  burden,  .of.  meat  in spec- 
s^tance  of  your  officers  was  sought  in  order 
tVndaVd“ 'oT  TTiea t inspection.  Your  officers 
important  duty  from  September  to  December, 
owing  animals  were  the  subject  of  post-morte 

• -Ox  - ■ - -34-5  ■ • 

- Calves  1 46 

Sheep  563 


"Pigs 


3‘ 


1,037 

The  quantity  of  meat  and  offcia.  condemned  as  a result  of  such 


inspection  work  is  detailed  below:- 

lbs  ' 

Ox,  Bullock,  Cow  - 

Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 2,639 

Liye-iT,  Visceral  heart,  lungs  viscera 1,461  i 

Other  parts 115 

Pig  “ " ' 

Tuberculosis " and  other  diseases 70 

Visceral 7 

Mutton  - 

Carcase  or  portion  of  carcase 58 

Visceral _ 54 

Certain  private  slaughterhouses  in  your  Council’s  area  have  agai' 


been  re-licensed  in  order  to  assis  in  Ihe  Ministry  of  Pood’s  scheme  c? 
pig  killing  for  self-suppliers. 


Occupiers  of  these  premises  have  been  encouraged  to  notify  the 
local  authority  when  killing  occurs  and  the  animals  slaughtered  are 
then  inspected. 


Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed 7 

" " slaughtermen’s  licences  issued 21 


^ l 


POOD  CONDEMNED. 

English  Beef:  Hindquarter 519  lbs.  (Bone  taint,  tubercul 

and  decomposition) 
Porequarter 46f  " (Abscesses  and  bruisi 

Imported  Beef 72^  " (Decomposition  and 

^ o..  1 Tu  tubercul 

Bacon 21-1  lbs. 

Butter 17|-  ” 

Cheese 10  " 

Dried  Pruit 180_  " 

Chocolate.,,. 2i:  " 

Canned  Vegetables 36^  " 

" Meats 911  " 

" Pruit 11677  ” 

” Pish 10|  " 

” Milk 74l  " 

" Jam 6:1  ” 

Number  of  Imported  Eggs 520 
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F..CTORIES  ACT  1937 

Duties  imposed 'by "sta-tu te  on  your  Authority  nec’s'ssitateT  many 
n-spect ions-- by  your  sanitary  officers  of  factory  and  workshop  premises, 
n order  to;  deal^  vvi th  such- matters  as  cleanliness  of  premises,  over-.. 
rbwdi*ng,  ventilation,  drainage,  sanitary  accommodation,  v/ater  supplies, 
eanhof  -escape  in  case  of  fire  etc..  Before  detailing  the  work  carried 
ut,  I feel  that  i t' 'is'  t^^or thwhile  recording  the  type'  of  industry  opera- 
ing  in  your  Council's  area  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  thereby, 
s no.  doubt  the  data  will  make  informative  and  interesting  reading  matter. 

jype  of  Industry.  No«  of  Firms.  No.  of  Persons  Employed. 


ight  Engineering 

6 

360 

oats 

3' 

22 

rinting,  stationery 

4 

260 

arpentry  and  joinery 

10 

27 

otor . vehicle.. repair 

27-  ■ - ■ ■ 

7-7-  . 

aper  mills 

3 

570 

ill board 

2 ■ • 

■ ‘ 880 

oot  and  shoe  repairs 

3 

10 

akehouses 

13 

28 

hairmaking 

16 

344 

urniture 

6 

274 

awmills 

282 

adio  repairs,  cycles  etc. 

3 

6 

lo thing  etc. 

4 

113  “ 

achinery  overhaul 

2 

48 

heet  metal 

1 

10 

. 

crap  metal 

1 

10 

sariags' 

1 

10 

oal  catting  machinery 

1 

50 

ar  breakers 

1 

2 

lacksmith 

3 

3 

aint 

2 

3 

aint  brushes 

1 

28 

ubber  products 

1 

30.  , 

ricks 

1 

5 

ircraft  maintenance 

1 

20 

harmaecu  tical 

1 

8 

lour,  grist,  etc. 

2 

7 

leaching 

1 

20 

lead  and  cider 

1 

1 

llectro  plating 

1 

6 

•as 

1 

10 

rlash... blowing 

1 

2 

Sawdust  contractors 

1 

- 4 

Total 

135 

3,530 
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1.  INSPECTIONS  r.N.DE  FOR  PROVISIONS  ..S  TO  HE/JITH 


Premises 


Number 
on  ■ 
Register 


Number  of 


Inspec- 

tions 


Written 

Notices 


Occupier.'l 

Prosecutdl 


( 1 )•  Pac toriea  in  which  Sections 
1j2,3>4  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 


19 


23 


(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) ■ 

in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  ! 
by  the  Local  Authority i 


126 


137 


15 


(iii)Other  Premises  in  which  Section  j 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  i 

Authority  ( excluding  cutv/orhers  j 
premises) ' 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Total 


145 


160 


17 


Nil 


2.  C..SES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  POUND 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  v;hich 
defects  were  found 


Pound 


Remedied 


Referred 


To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 


By  H.M. 
inspec- 
tor 


N umb  er 
cases  ii 
which; 
prosecui 
tions 
were  ; 
institujeeij 


Want  of  Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature, 

inadequate  ventilation.. 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Convenieces  - 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  ^^ct  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total  

- - - - — . 1 1 


4 

8 

4 


4 

7 

4 


18 


17 


Nil 


Nil 
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OUTWORK 


(Sections  110  and.  Ill) 


No,  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out  wor- 

cases 

prosecu” 

instances 

Noti- 

Frose- 

■j.iture  of  Work 

kers  in 

of  de- 

tions 

of  work 

ces 

cutiens 

August 

fault 

for 

in  unwhole- 

Served 

list 

in 

failure 

some 

required 

sending 

to  supply 

premises 

by  Sect. 

lists 

lists. 

110  (1 ) 

to  the 

(o) 

Council 

paring  apparel 

iking  etc# 

72 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

jce,  lace  cur- 

tins  and  nets 

21 

•* 

Totals  93 


Ri.G  FLOCK  ACTS  1911  - 1928 

No  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  in  the  district.  Firms  engaged  in 
.'holstery  v7ork  are  largely  using  material  other  than  flock  for  filling 
r^-oses.  Where  flock  was  used  the  material  was  the  subject  of  a 
.rranty  by  the  manufacturers.  Samples  taken  and  submitted  for  exarain- 
[•tion  were  found  to  conform  to  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness. 
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